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Illegal (Labour) Migration: Trends and Policies
Ayhan Gençler and Sudi Apak*
Abstract
The migration phonomenon has as deep roots as the history of mankind. Human beings
had the right to change their places of domicile without any restrictions till the beginning of the
nineteenth century. The regulations enforced in the developed countries against the entry of
citizens of developing countries opened up illegal channels of migration. In this study, illegal
(labour) migration has been evaluated within the boundaries of the migration aspect. Historical
developments and the increasing density of migration have been taken as the starting points to
evaluate the reasons, theories and motivation of illegal migration. The outcome of illegal
migration, its concepts and its methods have been analysed to determine its volume and impact
on different countries. The study examines the additional factors of the labour force in the
emigrating countries. Illegal (labour) migration is the shadow working power in the developed
economies. Illegal migration’s flexibility and its economic impact hamper implementation of
solutions against it.

Microfinance-Based Disaster Mitigation: A Study of Two Donor-Supported
Projects in Kutch, Gujarat
H S Shylendra and Kishore Bhirdikar*
Abstract
The rehabilitation efforts in the earthquake-hit Kutch district of Gujarat were aimed at
restoring the livelihood of the affected people and enhancing their capacity to face future
disasters, if any. Financial Access for Improved Rehabilitation (FAIR) and Disaster Mitigation
Fund (DMF) were the two donor-supported projects that were implemented using microfinance
as an instrument to ensure security of livelihood. This paper tries to examine, critically, the
design and working of the two projects and draw lessons for improving the possible role of
microfinance-based interventions in disaster mitigation.
The paper reveals that microfinance, though a novel idea, is faced with many challenges
when disaster strikes. Limitations in the project design, operational constraints faced by
implementing agencies and adverse socio-economic conditions have been identified as the key
factors hampering the performance of microfinance interventions. Building the capacity of
community-based organisations and adopting flexible mechanisms suitable for disaster-prone
conditions are some of the measures suggested for improving the performance of such
interventions.

Agricultural Revival Strategies: An Appraisal of the Nigerian Experience
Anthony I Monye-Emina*
Abstract
This paper examines agricultural revival efforts in Nigeria over the years. This is against
the backdrop of the declining performance of the sector given the country’s potential and the
important role agriculture plays in economic development. The study observes that the sector
hitherto dominated the economy especially as a source of development capital but soon gave
way to crude oil. This development adversely affected agricultural production. In recognition of
the implications of this for the macro-economy, several revival efforts/strategies targeting key
areas, including infrastructures provision, extension services, input supply, credit and marketing,
were put in place. The revival efforts were influenced by the agricultural policy objectives and
the macroeconomic management framework in existence. However, the efforts were constrained
by various factors ranging from socio-economic to institutional and structural. Problems thus
persist in the sector, which militate against the attainment of its potential. In other words, the
sector is still fraught with problems and the revival strategies and efforts have only marginally
affected activities in the sector. Thus the sector’s performance has remained dismal vis-à-vis the
country’s potential.

Economics of Air Pollution in Chennai City, India
J Sacratees*
Abstract
This paper estimates welfare loss due to the hazardous air quality of Chennai City, a fast
developing metropolitan city in South India. The loss of welfare was estimated using
econometric methods like Logit and Tobit Models in order to introduce Willingness To Pay
(WTP) to improve urban air quality. The primary data collected through household surveys were
used in the estimation model. Measuring and valuing the health impact of air pollution is very
complex and the available methods of economic valuation are often rudimentary. We analysed
how the monetary value of health benefits could be increased by reducing air pollution, which
will be useful to policymakers to reduce the incidence of respiratory illness in the urban
population of Chennai City. The economic costs associated with these health risks were then
evaluated using available economic information. It enabled us to measure the cost of illness and
man-days loss, wage loss, cost of medicine and cost of hospitalisation due to air pollution. Thus,
this study addresses the current status and consequences of air quality, which causes concern in
developing countries.

